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What is the general mission of news libraries at 

newspapers?   

 

 The News Library Society, USA:  

 “The primary purpose of newspaper libraries is to support the 
reporting, editing and illustrating of news stories by making available 
to journalists information and graphic materials, both in print and 
electronic form” 

 

 Creating a basic information base for all the staff  in a newspapers 
house. 

 

 The function of the electronic news library is collecting, storing and 
searching archived newspaper articles, creating databases and 
preparing information from various sources that is needed by 
journalists. 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 





 

 If a journalist has no adequate data regarding a topic 
from the past he cannot react properly 

 

 

 The news library that will be practical and immediately 
accessible can ease negative effects of this conflict. 

 

 

 How to establish various databases and make existing 
ones accessible for journalists? 

 

 

 

 

 

Enabling journalists to base their articles on 

facts, instead of “memory”  



Old newspapers and archive collections were kept in 

paper form  



Better access to newspaper databases ! 

 
• Our journalists, various researchers and students need to have 

better access to databases of newspaper articles. 

 

• With the help of organized databases journalists and researchers 
would spend less time searching for archived articles. 

 

• Journalism students need to have deeper understanding of the way 
how news libraries work and how to use them.  

 

• Libraries cooperation with publishers concerning collecting and 
storing digital copies of newspapers should be improved. 

 

 



News libraries in Croatia  

• The existing number of news librarians is not enough to keep up with 

the ongoing events and inadequate to cover all the issues. 

 

 The number of news librarians was drastically cut in the past period.  

 

 There are only a few qualified news librarians covering all Croatian 

print press. 

 

 Forming a news library requires substantial financial resources, but 
this work has a positive impact on journalists’ productivity and the 
quality of newspapers in the long run 

 

 

 

 



Digitalization! 1998. 

Selection Scanning and OCR 

Indexing 



Archiving newspaper electronically – 1998. 
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Digital Database on War Crimes – Newspaper Articles  

2006 

  



Documetning the Past of Croatia – 2006 

• Project “Documenting the Past of Croatia: Establishment 
of a Digital database on War Crimes” 

 

• Project was funded by MATRA 

 

• MATRA is the Social Transformation Programme for 
Central and Eastern Europe of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

 

• Duration of the project: 

 Oct 2006 – Sep 2010  

 



 

Partners  

 
 

• Leading institution: Netherlands Helsinki Committee (NHC)   

  

• Netherlands Institute for War Documentation (NIOD)   

  

• Implementing institution in Croatia: 

 Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, Department of Criminal 
Procedural Law  

      

• Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of 
Croatia 



Background of the Project 

 

• The largest war crime trials in Europe since Nurnberg 

trials  

 

• ICTY – more than 6.9 million documents 

 

• The collection must be indexed and searchable 

according to our research needs 

 

• Importance of education of students in the field of war 

crimes 



Project Goals 

• Creating a professional, reliable and easily accessible  
digital database on war crimes from Croatian newspaper 
articles 

 

• Helping users to become more informed – promoting 
access to information on war crimes 

 

• Memorizing the present and past events for future 
generations 

 

• Securing collective memory regarding the war in former 
Yugoslavia, and in particular in Croatia 

 

 



MATRA’s contribution to the Project 

 

• Knowledge and technology transfer –”Know How” 

 

• Improving work proficiency and establishing a digital 
database on war crimes 

 

• Organizing professional meetings, seminars and trainings on 
digitalization, archiving and database development 

 

• New software acquisition and IT equipment 

 

• Covered scanning and digitalization expenses “in house” 

 

 



Selection of articles from different 

newspapers  



Training: Automatic segmentation of pages 

and articles 



Training: Composer of articles 



Database Interface 



Search result – image view 

 



Search – table view  



Search in text 

 



Database is searchable by: 

• Full text 

• Author 

• Newspaper 

• Publishing data 

• Journalist form 

• Key words and thematic fields 

• Names of personalities 

• Institutions, courts 

• Geographic reference 

• Use of Boolean operators such as AND, OR, NOT  



Contents of the database on war crimes 

 
 

• Selected newspaper articles related to prosecution of war crimes, 
covering a period of 4 years (2006 – 2010): 

 
– Articles on judgements of international war crimes tribunals (ICTY and 

ICTR) and International Criminal Court (ICC) 

 
– Articles on judgements of Croatian courts related to war crimes 

 
– Articles on judgements related to war crimes issued by courts in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, Serbia and Kosovo 

 
– Articles on human rights in Croatia (generally) 

 

– Articles on important political issues /events in connection to war crimes  

 

– Articles on important persons in Croatian political life in connection to war 
crimes 



Results: 

 

• All articles accessible in integral layout as they appear in 

newspapers, including tables and photos  

 

• Newspapers articles were scanned “in house”. 

 

• Database is full-text searchable, fully indexed and searchable 

by key words 

 

• Trained staff 

 

 

 



Results (2): 

 

• New Database office with completely new IT equipment and 
furniture 

 

• Working procedure is improved and database work is 
professionalized 

 

• Custom developed software by Croatian company “InPro” 
Cakovec 

  

• Established cooperation with international professional 
networks – HURIDOCS, EVVDHR,  Planet Project, LIDA 

 



Public access to newspaper digital archives in 

Croatia - 2014  

• In 2014 Croatian newspapers cannot be reached from one place or 

portal. A journalist needs to search through many different web sites 

-  time consuming 

 

 Digital newspapers archives on the web sites have limited  ways of 

search possibilities. Some newspaper archives on the web are 

incomplete.   

 

 Vjesnik Novinska dokumentacija (1963 -2004) is not digitized yet – 

12.000.000 newspaper articles 

   


